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Collation and research of the "Yingtai Gu" of the Yao in Vietham

Abstract

In recent years, the author has collected a number of stories and ballads of the Yao people in Vietnam,
and this article would like to briefly introduce and explain one of the stories of the "Yingtai Gu".
This "Yingtai Gu" manuscript is not a single manuscript, but is interspersed with other ritual texts;
At the same time, there are problems related to vernacular characters and missimplifications in this
manuscript, which makes it difficult to understand the text. Therefore, it is of certain importance to
reorganize the text of the "Yingtaigu". Secondly, the storyline of "Yingtai Gu" is complex, and many
storylines are added, which is slightly different from the traditional perception of China. In this article,
we would like to rearrange the order of the texts and explain the storyline of the Liang Zhu of the Yao
nationality in Vietnam through this "Yingtai Gu", so as to explain the storyline of the "Yingtai Gu" of

the Vietnamese Yao people and its derivation.

Keywords: Vietnam, Yao nationality, "Yingtaigu", folk tale
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MTH 2, EEOHFNE, MEFEERDZ S ASH, [REER S BEERD Ao TWnb, ek
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L2500, ARD FIZBIRKE DB HRDP oIz, ZOHERMI D, LTFO XS nEE
Fied s, BgDD, BFEOXFTHZRT,
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2\, ZODIEFTHERKOHGF L 727 A MET 2 2 bi70bNT0w5, ZOLIHITIT

YHEEDOHENIHEFITHEO VT VLI DTH %,
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ORI @ BT Bk - BESEE LRV, I T VEEGA. B B win® (R RR),

FEZTRZ O OEEEL LTHY, QRBFANCEEL LTHd 5, LrL, @, 6,
OIFEE L L TRERSIEES RV, Blb, @, 6. @82\ EeEE e L TIZERAHE 72
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Abstract

The Yao manuscripts encompass a diverse range of texts, including the Canonical Texts (&%) |
Liturgical Texts (FH#) , Statements and Memorials (#i#) , Secret Instructions (F%3%) , Song
Books (&) , Sacred Singing (#18) and other types of texts. Of particular interest are the
Liturgical Texts, Statements and Memorials, and Secret Instructions, which serve as the textual
basis for the rituals performed by the masters (fiiZy) . The dissemination of Taoism within the Yao
society has led to the adoption of Taoist Zhai and Jiao rituals by the Yao people, thereby enhancing
the content of their religious ceremonies. The study of the Taoist methods and arts as presented in
the Yao manuscripts and rituals represents a significant area of interest for international research in

the field of Yao studies. In this article, we commence with an examination of three key dimensions:
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the Secret Instructions, the Spells and Talismans (Fiah##£F) , and the techniques of “Walking along
the guideline” (& iEikfir) as outlined in the Yao manuscripts. This will facilitate an investigation
into the methods and arts associated with Taoism as evidenced in the Yao manuscripts and rituals.
The Secret Instructions are utilized by the Yao masters during their ceremonial practices. Both the
Taoist (&JK) and Shihist (FfiJk) sects of the Indigo Yao (EAe#%) possess secret Instructions
that are integrated with the Liturgical Texts during the rituals. These Secret Instructions found

in the manuscripts of the Yao encompass various methods and arts, with some Yao manuscripts
incorporating the Secret Instructions directly into the text’s title. The Landian Yao manuscripts
from Laos contain numerous Secret Instructions, with a significant presence in the British Library's
collection of Yao scriptures, EAP 791. These Secret Instructions of the Yao community exhibit a
strong influence from Taoism. Among the Lingbao School of Taoism practices, the Middle Yellow
Secret instructions (zhonghuang miyu) stand out as a noteworthy method and art. In Zhouzhi,
Shaanxi Province, there exists a monument dedicated to the Secret Instructions of Quanzhen,
utilized by Wang Chongyang, the founder of Quanzhen, for instructing his followers in the Jin
Dynasty. The spells and talismans in the Yao manuscripts are employed extensively in the religious
ceremonies of the Yao people. The diverse forms have enhanced the contents of the ritual altars of
the Yao religion and have served to vividly express the Yao people's faith in the Taoist deities and
the folk deities of the local community. The spells and talismans of the Yao religion are inspired by
the Taoist methods and arts, which posit that the scriptures serve as the foundation for the methods
and that the methods are the practical application of the scriptures. The practice of "Walking along
the Guideline™ in the Yao manuscripts is derived from Taoism, in which a high priest performs a
ritual called "Xingang™ which involves Walking along the Guideline and Treading on the Dipper.
The discussion of Taoist methods and arts in the Yao manuscripts strongly suggests that the Yao
people are the most deeply influenced by Taoism among the ethnic minorities in the Southwest
China.
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Zutu : Migration and Settlement Routes of the Yao (lu-Mien) in
Northern Thailand

Thanyalak Saeliao, Ph.D. and Sombat Boonkhamyueng, Ph.D.

Faculty of Social Sciences, ChiangRai Rajabhat University

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the migration and settlement routes of the Yao (Mien) in Northern
Thailand. It conducts research and analysis based on the purposive sampling, interviewing key
informants, and four volumes of manuscripts of grave records or “zutu” (fH/&, zutu) of two families
namely the Deng and Pan families, who settled in ChiangRai, Phayao, Nan, and Lampang provinces.
These grave records not only indicate the ritual names of ancestors and the places name or toponym

(#1144, diming) of graves, but also confirm the migration routes and connections between the
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WO X, AT, FAR A AELFRRGE/RFEE", FHAET2024510A108 %168
FEBARARTAY AN R FRAT 0 2E B R A L R, £, HAR#FE BRAXFBREAHTE
KakFF 2ot Hr30, FH L, JERARFXFRAEZLHBE LT T RRARZFMT L5 AL
893 B A X,
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homeland and new settlement, as well as the cross-border kinship and language relationships among
the Yao people. In addition, these connections and relationships are also of the cultural capital,
which can be used as a “tool” for socio-economic development and shared the common prosperity
of the people of mainland Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Yao (lu-Mien) grave records, migration and settlement routes, Northern Thailand
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Abstract

The craftsmanship of silver is a traditional craftsmanship of the lu-mien or Yao people in Thailand,
and it is also an intangible cultural heritage item. Historically, both men and women of the Yao
people in Thailand have the custom of wearing silver ornaments, and the silver ornaments they
wear are all made by Yao folk artists. However, in the past, the Yao people made silver mainly for
the Yao people to wear, and there was no silver manufacturing industry. With the development of
Thailand's tourism industry, the silver made by the Yao people is not only a decoration for Yao
people's clothing, but also has become a handicraft sold in ethnic tourism in Thailand's Yao area. Mr.
Somchai Rungratchatavanit, a Yao ethnic group in Phakhang Village, Phakhang Sub-district, Pua
District, Nan Province, Thailand, established an educational cooperation with the Royal Goldsmiths
College Kanjanapi Theological Seminary through the establishment of the Thai Yao Foundation and
Doi Silver Factory Co., Ltd., and recruits 10 students every year to learn silverware crafts for free
Professional, inheriting the craftsmanship of Yao silver. In the Yao area of Nan Province, silver has
become a tourist craft for every village. After graduation, students can work in Doi silver Factory
Co., Ltd., or they can return to the village to start their own businesses, inheriting the craftsmanship
of Yao silver jewelry making skills, develop ethnic and folk trade, and promoting rural revitalization
in Yao areas. although seemingly exotic and politically insignificant to crafts consumers, certain
features of the lu Mien silver crafts economy, such as the names, logos, attire, and tourism activities
act as spaces that allow for the possibility for the Tu Mien to reconfigure the public’s perception

of the lu Mien; from that of inferiority, primitivity, poverty, drugs, and troublemakers, to that of a
distinguished cosmopolitan Indigenous group that has been particularly successful in engaging with
this high value commodity both in terms of expertise and economic growth.

Keywords: Thailand Yao people, traditional silver, production skills, inheritance, development,
helping rural areas, revitalization.
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Importance of Livestock for the Mien (Yao) People Living in a Hillside
Village in Northern Thailand: Focusing on their Sacrificial Utilization

Kanagawa Uviversity, Japan
MASUNO Takashi

Abstract

This study aims to, first, provide an overview of Mien livestock husbandry in a Mien hillside village
(Village P); second, demonstrate the number of pigs and chickens that are sacrificed at Mien New
Year Festivals; third, indicate their source of supply of sacrificed pigs and chickens at these festivals;
and fourth, discuss how the Mien people maintain traditional rituals from the viewpoint of sacrificial
animals. The results are as follows. Almost all households keep chickens, pigs, and dogs, and

many households keep cats. The Mien people sacrifice chickens, pigs, cattle, and ducks, including
Muscovy ducks. During the Mien New Year Festivals, the Mien people frequently conduct rituals
for their ancestors, during which many chickens and pigs are sacrificed. The villagers in Village P
raise chickens and pigs for traditional rituals. However, they sacrifice not only the livestock that they
raise but also those that they buy from lowland Thai villages. Mien traditional rituals are maintained

by partly using lowland Thai villages.

1. Introduction

Peasants in Southeast Asia not only farm, but also engage in many other subsistence and economic
activities, including livestock husbandry (Yoshino et al, 1999; Masuno, 2012; Masuno, 2014). They
raise various livestock such as cattle, water buffaloes, pigs, and chickens. Although most peasants
do not treat livestock husbandry as their primary subsistence activity, they are closely related

to livestock. Some ethnic groups, particularly the Mien, have traditionally conducted and used
livestock as sacrificial animals (Masuno, 2012; Masuno, 2015).

Some studies exist on Mien rituals and documents for these rituals; however, few have
reported on livestock for sacrifice. Livestock for sacrifice is as important as Mien priests, who
conduct their traditional rituals, and Mien documents.

This study aims to, first, provide an overview of Mien livestock husbandry in a Mien hillside
village (Village P); second, demonstrate the number of pigs and chickens that are sacrificed at Mien
New Year Festivals; third, indicate their source of supply of sacrificed pigs and chickens at these
festivals; and fourth, discuss how the Mien people maintain traditional rituals from the viewpoint of

sacrificial animals.
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2. Research area

Main research was conducted at Village P in Phayao Province, Northern Thailand (Figure 1). Village
P is located on a hillside at an altitude of around 950 m (Photo 1). It was established more than 100
years ago, and in 2023 had a population of about 120. The villagers are Mien people. Household A
belongs to Village P. Abundant forest surrounds the village, but it has been designated as protected
forest by the Royal Forest Department of Thailand since 1991. All photos of this report were taken
by the author in January 2023.

Photo 1. Agricultural fields around Village P (January 2023)

Figure 1. Research area

The main subsistence and economic activity in the village is agriculture, and almost all
households engage in upland farming. They mainly grow upland rice and maize. Some households
engaged in gum tapping. Villagers of Village P keep a variety of livestock (Table 1). Chickens are
most popular livestock in the village (Masuno, 2008 and 2009). The use of working animals has
declined in recent years. In the 1970s, horses played an important role carrying heavy packs in
Mien villages (Hakari 1978:168-169), but pickup trucks and motorbikes have largely taken over this
role. Mien people use a variety of livestock for many purposes, which can be roughly divided into
four categories: sacrifice, labor, home consumption, and sale (Table 2). Chickens and pigs ritually
sacrificed are eaten at feasts. And I have often seen Mien people eating chicken, pork, and beef. For
the Mien in Northern Thailand, eating dog is not taboo, but few like to eat it and it is very rarely
done. The Mien never eat cat.

The Mien practice animist rituals strongly influenced by Taoism (Schliesinger 2000:158).

The Mien conduct a variety of rituals (Yoshino, 2009). Many of these rituals are related to ancestor
worship and are conducted by Mien priests. The priests have three ranks: little priest, semi-master,
and great master. The most complex rituals are conducted only by the great masters. The Mien hold

prominent annual events twice a year, around the first day of the First Month and the fourteenth day
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of the Seventh Month based on the lunar calendar. The former is the main festival, the Mien New

Year Festivals (Photo 2).

Table 1. Number of Livestock raised in the Village P (February 2015, just after the Mien New Year Festivals)

Types of Total Number of livestock per household Household owing livestock
livestock number Average Range Number Percentage
Chikens 257 12.2 4-30 21 100.0
Pigs 188 9.0 0-21 19 90.5
Dogs 22 1.0 0-3 15 71.4
Cats 7 0.3 0-2 6 28.6
Ducks 16 0.8 0-14 2 9.5
Cattle 2 0.1 0-2 1 4.8

Others 0

Notes: Chickens are limited to adult birds. In Mien New Year Festivals of 2015,
98 chickens and 19 pigs were sacrificed in the Village P.
Source: Masuno (2015)

Table 2. Breakdown of livestock utilization by the Mien people in rural Northern Thailand

Types of Utilization

livestock Sacrifice  Labor ~ Home consumption  Selling
Chickens XXX - XXX X
Pigs XXX = XXX XX
Dogs - X X X
Cats - - - -
Ducks X - X X
Goats - - X X
Rabbits - - X .
Cattle X - XX XXX
Water buffalo - - X XX

XXX: Very popular, XX: Popular, X: Seldom, -: Not observed

Note: Dogs are watchdog.
Source: Masuno (2012)

The Mien is well known that they frequently sacrifice chickens and pigs, and much less
frequently ducks and cattle, in rituals. In the study area, two species of ducks are found: the common
duck (Anas platyrhynchos), a native species of Asia, and the Muscovy duck (Cairina moschata)

which originated in South America. Mien people in the study area do not make a distinction between
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the two species. Both species can be used in their ritual sacrifices. It has been reported that goats can

also be used for Mien rituals (Chob Kacha-ananda 2000:115).

Photo 2. The Mien New Year Festivals: Representative Photo 3.Slaughter a pig (January 2023)
of each household visit all houses
in the village (January 2023)

3. Sacrificial Utilization of Livestock in the Mien village

The Mien conduct a variety of rituals daily of weekly and they frequently sacrifice chickens and pigs
(Photo 3). Figure 2 shows monthly chicken consumption by purpose in household A from March
2005 to April 2006 and household A slaughtered at least 45 chickens in total.

Note: NA means Not Available. Household consumption did not involve any rituals. Gifts
comprised offerings to visitors (March) and to agricultural workers (January). House-
hold A consists of seven people (four adult person and three children).

Source: Modified from Masuno (2008 and 2010)

Figure 2. Monthly chicken consumption by purpose in household A from March 2005 to April 2006.
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Consumption for rituals was observed almost every month. Household consumption, on the
other hand, was observed three times (June, October, and December 2005; one fowl being consumed
each time) and consumption as a gift twice (March 2005 and January 2006; one fowl being
consumed each time). Household consumption did not involve any rituals. Gifts also did not involve
any rituals and comprised offerings to visitors (March) and to agricultural workers (January).
Household consumption, consumption for rituals and consumption for gifts were three fowls (6.7%),
40 fowls (88.9%) and two fowls (4.4%), respectively. About 90% of the chickens were consumed
for ritual purposes (Table 3). A custom of using chickens as a gift existed in the study village.

The two months in which the fourteenth day of the Seventh Month (August 2005) and the
wedding ceremony (March 2006) took place saw the greatest numbers of chickens consumed during
the research period (Figure 2). Six fowls were consumed during the Mien New Year Festivals
(January 2006), but the number of chickens consumed was not significant in Figure 2. This is

because the ceremony lasted over two months (January and February 2006).

Table 3. Numbers and proportions of sacrificed chickens at household A from March 2005 to April 2006.

_ _ Number of chickens Proportion
Variety of ritual
consumed [fowl] [ % ]
Rituals for ancestor worship and praying for ’1 -
good fortune, good agricultural harvest, etc. '
The fourteenth day of the Seventh Month ; r
(One of prominent annual events)
The New Year celebration of the Mien people . 175
(One of prominent annual events) '
Wedding ceremony 6 15
Total 40 100

Note: Figure 2 shows monthly chicken utilization at household A in Village P.
Source: Modified from Masuno (2010)

The number of pigs and chickens sacrificed for the Mien New Year Festivals of February
2010 in the Village P were reported (Masuno, 2012). During the New Year Festivals of February
2010, 13 of the 21 households sacrificed a pig each (Table 4). Out of those pigs, 12 had been raised
by the households, while one household bought its pig from outside the village. This household
was the only one not keeping pigs at the time. All households sacrificed chickens during the New

Year Festivals, as part of their ancestor worship rites (Photo 4). A total of 137 chickens were
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sacrificed (6.5 chickens per household).
Seven households bought 43 chickens in
total, mainly from other lowland villages,
especially Khon mueang villages. They
bought live chickens and kept them for
their rituals.

In the case of the Mien New Year
Festivals of February 2015 in Village P, 85
percent of households sacrificed 19 pigs in
total and 95 percent of household sacrificed  photo 4. Sacrificed chickens for the Mien New
98 chickens in total (Masuno, 2015). Year Festivals (January 2023)

When the villagers do not have enough good chickens or pigs to sacrifice, they buy live
animals for their rituals. They sacrifice the animals just before the rituals begin. Most of the Mien
people in these villages believe that slaughtered chickens or pigs sold at market are useless for
Mien rituals. The villagers in Village P raise chickens and pigs for traditional rituals. However,
they sacrifice not only the livestock that they raise but also those that they buy from lowland Thai

villages.

Table 4. Number of pigs and chickens sacrificed for the New Year Festivals in Village P (February 2010)

Livestocks sacrificed

ltem

Pigs Chickens
Households conducting sacrifices, n (%) 13 (62) 21 (100)
Male (n) 11 112
Female (n) 2 25
Total (n) 13 137
Average (n/household) 0.62 6.5
Households that purchased pigs or chikens, n (%) 1(5) 7(33)
Purchased pigs or chickens, n (%) 1(8) 43(31)

Source: Modified from Masuno (2012)

4. Conclusions

In Mien society in Northern Thailand, a variety of Mien traditional rituals still conducted daily or
weekly basis and villagers of Village P still frequently sacrifice chickens and pigs. In the Mien New
Year Festivals, chickens were sacrificed in almost all households and pigs were sacrificed in many

households. The custom of sacrificing chickens and pigs is still commonly conducted by the Mien
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who follow the Yao Taoist religion. Livestock for sacrifice is as important as Mien priests, who
conduct their traditional rituals, and Mien documents. The villagers in Village P raise chickens and
pigs mainly for their traditional rituals. However, they sacrifice not only the livestock that they raise
but also those that they buy from lowland Thai villages. Mien traditional rituals are maintained by

partly using lowland Thai villages.
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Interpretation of Religious Anthropology to uxorilocal

marriage of Guo shan Yao ancestor worship ceremony
YuLu

Abstract

Ancestor worship ceremony is the most basic manifestation of ancestor worship, and it is also an
important part of folk religion research.As a kind of marriage custom, uxorilocal marriage has
always existed in Guoshan Yao society at home and abroad, the ancestor worship ceremony is one
of the important contents of the marriage custom.uxorilocal marriage exists in Yao society in the

following ways: Living in the woman’s home all he’s life, live in the woman’s house for a certain

AeR A BFEAARSA LTI LR BobEk (A) e, REHMAL” (RBHT: 21VIXG031)
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period of time, live on both sides.But no matter in what way, the men must hold the ancestor
worship ceremony, by Shi Gong’s Chinese Southwest Mandarin mixed with Yao language, remove
the identity from his original family, after a short dissociated, his identity returned to the newlywed
family and gained a new identity. This kind of ancestor worship ceremony closely connects the
Yin and Yang, carries the transformation of the identity of the men of the Guoshan Yao, and shows
the three stages of the transition etiquette of ‘separation-edge-aggregation’. Although the ancestor
worship ceremony of Guoshan Yao’s uxorilocal marriage is aimed at ‘aggregation’, the final identity
of the men who enter the uxorilocal marriage is also different due to the different ways of entering
the uxorilocal marriage. This ancestor worship ceremony integrates individuals and families into
the social structure. In the ceremony, Chinese, Southwest Mandarin and Yao language are used as
media to interact, which enhances the unity within the family and external recognition, strengthens
the cohesion and social stability within the family, helps to maintain social stability and social

development, and also reflects the cultural exchanges and integration of all ethnic groups.
Key words: Guo shan Yao; Uxorilocal marriage; Ancestor worship ceremony; Rites of passage.

Author: Yu Lu, Associate Researcher, Phd, Nanning normal university Editorial Department of the
journal.
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Summary of Participants’ Comments on Special Exhibition of Ethnic
Identity Transcending National Borders: Yao Rituals and Ceremonial
Paintings held in 2024 at Kanagawa University, Japan
Takashi MASUNO
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